
 

Fish and Wildlife Board Meeting  
Wednesday July 22, 2015 

The Vermont Fish and Wildlife Board held its monthly meeting beginning at 5:02 
p.m. on Wednesday July 22, 2015 via conference call.  

Meeting was Called to order at 5:02 PM EST by Chairman Kevin Lawrence 

Roll Call, absent from the meeting: Craig Greene 

Board Members in Attendance: Cheryl Frank-Sullivan, Gary Gibbs, Dennis Mewes, Justin 
Lindholm, Pete Allard,  Steve Adams, Bill Pickens, Craig Nolan, Grant Spates, Johanna Laggis, 
Theresa Elmer,  Ron Wilcox, and Kevin Lawrence (Board Chair).  

Department Attendees: Catherine Gjessing (General Counsel), Mark Scott (Wildlife Director), 
Mary Diego (Executive Assistant), and David Sausville (Wildlife Biologist).  

Minutes from June 17th: 

Craig Nolan motioned to approve the minutes from June 17th Board Meeting. 

Pete Allard seconded the motion. 

Vote:  Unanimously passes 

Mark explained that the Department was asking the Board to approve the early migratory 
hunting seasons for Vermont’s recommendation that the Commissioner will send to the US Fish 
& Wildlife Service.  He then introduced David Sausville who gave the details. Due date for early 
season submission to federal government is August 1st. Next year we will only have to do this 
once, there will be no early or late season and we will probably look at these seasons in April 
rather than in July and August. 

 

 2015 September Canada Goose Season Recommendation 

Includes Lake Champlain and Interior Vermont Zones 

Season Dates:  September 1 - 25, 2015 (25 days) 

Bag limits:  Lake Champlain Zone:  8 Canada geese/day  

   Interior Vermont Zone: 8 Canada geese/day 

   Connecticut River Valley Zone: 5 geese/day, following New Hampshire’s laws 

License Required:  Vermont Hunting License 

                                 Federal Migratory Bird Hunting Stamp 

                                 Vermont Migratory Waterfowl Stamp  



 

           H.I.P. (Harvest Information Program) Registration 

Rationale:     

1. Starting the resident goose season on Tuesday September 1 will allow hunters to utilize the 
entire 25 day period provided under Federal law.  This time period will provide three full 
weekends and a holiday.  New Hampshire will recommend the same season dates for its Inland 
Zone (same as the VT Connecticut River Zone).  This would make the season dates the same in 
all three Vermont Zones. New Hampshire intends to recommend a 5-bird daily bag limit, which if 
approved will cover the VT Connecticut River Zone. 

2. Resident Canada goose populations in Vermont are stable in all areas of the state.  The 
estimated breeding pairs population has increased from 1,400 breeding pairs in 1994 to 14,500 
pairs in 2015.  The population is estimated to have increased from 2,800 individuals to 29,000 
during the same time period, a slight decrease from 33,000 in 2014.  Vermont currently receives 
an average of 38 complaints per year related to nuisance geese.  The September Canada goose 
season is intended to be used as a population control method, not to sustain the resident 
population.   It is felt that an eight-goose/day limit would be satisfactory for Vermont. 

3. After one year of an increased daily bag limit, use of nesting structures on Dead Creek Wildlife 
Management Area has remained relatively stable, while the state population has declined by 
12%, (33,000 to 29,000).  Within the Atlantic Flyway resident Canada Geese declined by 11%, 
many states hosting wintering populations found significant die offs over the winter months.  
Dead Creek WMA’s nesting population will be monitored for any affects that the increased daily 
bag limit may have in the future.   

SHOOTING HOURS   -   ½  HOUR BEFORE SUNRISE TO SUNSET 

2015 WEBLESS MIGRATORY GAME BIRD SEASON RECOMMENDATION 

   SEASON DATES  BAG LIMITS POSSESSION        LIMIT 

Woodcock  Oct.  1 – Nov.  14   3               9 

Snipe   Oct.  1 – Nov.  14  8             24 

2015 Special Youth Waterfowl Hunting Days Options 

Outside Dates: States may select two days per duck-hunting zone, designated as “Youth Waterfowl 
Hunting Days”, in addition to their regular duck seasons.  The days must be held outside any regular 
duck season on a weekend, holiday, or other non-school days when youth hunters would have the 
maximum opportunity to participate.  The days may be held up to 14 days before or after any regular 
duck season frameworks, within any split of a regular duck season, or within any other open season on 
migratory birds. 

Daily Bag Limits: The daily bag limit may include ducks, geese, mergansers, coots, moorhens and 
gallinules, and would be the same as that allowed in the regular season.  Flyway species restrictions 
would remain in effect. 

Shooting Hours: One-half hour before sunrise to sunset. 



 

Participation Restrictions: Youth hunters must be 15 years of age or younger.  In addition, an adult at 
least 18 years of age must accompany the youth hunter into the field.  This adult could not duck hunt 
but may participate in other seasons that are open on the special youth days. 

2015 Youth Waterfowl Hunting Days Recommendation 

 Lake Champlain and Interior Vermont Zones 

On Saturday and Sunday, September 26 & 27, 2015, hunters 15 years of age or younger on that date 
may hunt ducks, geese, mergansers and coots within all Vermont zones subject to the provisions below: 

(1) Each youth hunter must be properly licensed to hunt in Vermont and must be accompanied by 
an adult, 18 years of age or older, who is also properly licensed to hunt in Vermont.  

(2) Adults may not hunt waterfowl or carry a firearm while accompanying youth engaged in hunting 
waterfowl; 

(3) Neither youth nor accompanying adults are required to be in possession of state or federal duck 
stamps; 

(4) Only ducks, geese, mergansers and coots may be taken by youth hunters in accordance with 
prescribed daily bag limits, species restrictions, and other waterfowl hunting regulations in 
effect in 2015 as contained herein.  

(5) Shooting hours on September 26 shall be between the hours of 6:11 AM and 6:43 PM. 

Shooting hours on September 27 shall be between the hours of 6:12 AM and 6:41 PM. 

Rationale: New Hampshire also selected this weekend for their Youth Waterfowl Hunting Days in the NH 
Inland Zone, which allows Vermont to have the same season for all three zones.  

Bill Pickens motioned to accept the early September goose season as proposed (8 bird bag, 
limit for the state except the Connecticut River Valley Zone, which is set by New 
Hampshire, September 1-25 hunting dates), the October 1- November 14 hunting season 
for woodcock (3 bird daily bag limit) and snipe (8 bird daily bag limit), and September 26 
& 27, 2015 youth waterfowl hunting weekend. 

Craig Nolan seconded the motion 

Vote: unanimously in favor of the motion 

Mark: Next Board meeting will be the second Wednesday in August 12th. 

Waterfowl meetings on August 4th and 5th at both are locations that we had last year. 

Board Members to attend the meeting in Whitehall: Justin Lindholm, and Gary Gibbs 

Board Members to attend the meeting in Essex: Pete Allard, Cheryl Frank-Sullivan, Bill Pickens, 
Johanna Laggis, and Theresa Elmer.  



 

Justin: moose permit things: 10.3 deferment to the next year have to hunt in the same zone, 
however what happens if a zone is close the following year. 12.2 guide may not carry any 
firearm (still does not reflect that).  Mark said he will note these comments and communicate 
them to other Department managers. 

Craig Nolan motioned to adjourn at 5:38 PM 

Grant Spates seconded the motion. 


